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Overview and Rationale
Using the internet as a research tool, students will investigate the details and impact of a few major moments in media history on the American public’s perception of the media.  Students will notice how technology has played a role in the media’s evolution. Sources must be named and cited.  Students will report their findings back to the class. (Note: Teachers must have instructed students about what credible sources are and how to find them before attempting this lesson.)

Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· How have attitudes toward the media changed? 

· How has technology contributed to evolution of the media?

· How do you draw information from a credible internet resource?

Overviews and Timeline

Activities (Two 50-minute classes)
· Teacher distributes “Milestones in Media History” handout.  Students work in groups of 2 or 3 to determine what they think they know about each milestone.  (Note: The teacher may choose different milestones for the students to investigate.)


· Teacher reviews directions with students: 


· Students will (either individually or in pairs) use the internet to find credible sources to answer the questions for each even on the “Milestones in Media History.”  In their own words, students will write about how this event changed how the American public thought about the media. 


· Students must also cite the title and URL for any source of information used to complete the handout. 


· Optional: Work through the first milestone together as a class.


· Students perform internet research task.  Some students may be more proficient in this than others, so they may need to take more than one hour to complete the handout. Teacher helps students as needed and checks to see that students are using credible internet resources. 


· When the research activity is complete, teacher conducts a whole-class discussion to allow students to compare/contrast their findings and to sum up how the media has evolved over time and the current status of our attitudes towards it.  What are some more recent events that have impacted how people think about the media?
Assessment 

Students will be expected to skillfully and accurately complete the handout and use credible sources.  Students may also be evaluated based on their participation in the discussion.

